23 Boatmen?
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Seventy-five years ago today, on May 18, 1941, twenty-four young men departed from the Port of 132" j1Io¥a n'xwn nn'wn? 0wy 24 nonn Iky' ,1941 'xna 18-2 ,mw 75 1947 nifn

Haifa on a clandestine mission to Northern Lebanon. Twenty-three of them were members of the
Jewish community of Palestine — Israelis and members of the Haganah. The twenty-fourth member of
the team was a Briton — as the operation was a British military initiative against the forces of Vichy

France, which dominated Lebanon in those days.

The mission was never accomplished. The fate of those brave young men, who departed on board the
launch "Ari HaYam" ("Sea Lion"), was never determined and they are still regarded as "Killed in Action

— Burial Place Unknown". Seven members of the team were inhabitants of Tel-Aviv.

Much has been written about this affair and the fallen members of the team were commemorated in
several locations throughout the State of Israel. In Tel-Aviv Yafo, the fallen heroes were

commemorated at several sites that include a monument and various memorial plaques.

Kaf-Gimel Yordey HaSira (= The 23 Boatmen) Street in Tel-Aviv begins by the sea and extends
eastward, crossing HaYarkon Street and ending where Ben-Yehuda Street and Diezengof Street
converge. Many people pass through this street on their way to the old port of Tel-Aviv — currently a
fashionable entertainment area. The previous name of the street was "The League of Nations", in
honor of the organization that preceded the present United Nations. The street contains 32 house
numbers and many people lived here over the years. Not all of them became aware of the historic

affair of the Boatmen and their secret mission.

Kaf-Gimel (23) is the number of Jews lost in that mission. This count fails, consciously and

intentionally, to include the British officer who accompanied them.

Kaf-Gimel Yordey HaSira Street in Tel-Aviv is a part of the neighborhood where | grew up. | always
thought the British member of the team should have been commemorated by the name of the street,
as was the case elsewhere. This could be accomplished, for example, by changing the name of the
street to "Kaf-Dalet Yordey HaSira" (= The 24 Boatmen). Alternately, changing the name of the street
to "Yordey HaSira" (= The Boatmen), with no mention of the number of the mission participants, will, in
my opinion, rectify a historic injustice. Even a small, intelligent addition to the contents of the
explanation on the commemorative plaque, so that it include the correct number of mission participants

will, in my opinion, constitute an appropriate solution.

For the time being, the Municipality of Tel-Aviv decided not to change anything and the name of the
street remains "Kaf-Gimel Yordey HaSira". Owing to this historically incorrect wording, many people
are currently unaware of the fact that the team of warriors that departed for that mission on board the

launch "Sea Lion" actually consisted of twenty-four men.

Over a long period of time, the story of the 24 Boatmen remained mysterious and shrouded in secrecy,
to some extent. The fact that the British officer was not included in the group count of the Palyam (the
naval force of the Haganah) and was never commemorated by the name of the street is unjust and
frustrating. Perhaps it could be explained against the background of the anti-British sentiments of later

years, and the British themselves may have wanted to play down their role in this operation.

Today, after seventy-five years, the time has come to make amends. Street signs and commemorative
plaques are not sacred. If the texts they contain should be revised or adapted to the historic truth, this

must be done without delay!

Here are the names of the twenty-three Jewish boatmen:

Mordechai "Motke" Cohen
Israel (Nord) Nordin
Katriel Yaffe (boat commander) Avraham Nuriel

Shalom Ochitel David Nafkha

Arie Eisen Neriel Faglin

Zvi Spector (mission commander)
Yitzhak Hacker (deputy commander)

Jacob Gordon
Arie Gelbard
Ephraim Weiman

Mordechai Plonczyk
Yehuda (Rudi) Charner
Gershon Koffler

Haim Yirmiyahu Weissman Menachem Kurakin
Zeev Rothman

Amiram Shokhat

Shmuel (Sammy) Khanowitz
Ariel Tamas

Baruch (Borke) Jacobson
Major Sir Anthony Frederic Mark Palmer.

The twenty-fourth boatman was British officer
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