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THE MEDAL OF LIBERATION

The great Jewish Revolt of 66 CE
had, without any doubt, decisive
consequences upon the history of the
Jewish people, The destruction of
the Jerusalem Temple four years
afterwards settled the destiny of that
people and the fate of their Land for
many generations,

When we come objectively to
appraisc the relation between the
forces of Rome and Jerusalem in
that uprising, we should not think
‘merely in terms of military might or
numerical balances. Jewish
fanaticism and self-sacrifice cannot
be measured in manpower or in the
quality of weapons. The army which
Rome had to muster to put down the
Jewish Revolt was far stronger than
Rome ever used in any other of

her wars.

During the period of the Procurators,
from the time of Coponius to the

Is

incumbency of Florus, only a few
Legions garrisoned Judaea, yet the
reduced effectives seemed perfectly
capable of quelling any attempts at
insurrection in so small a country,
But when things became worse and
the Revolt broke out in its full
feracity, the Romans themsclves
were surprised by the size of the
forces they had to throw into the
struggle. All the Legions stationed in
the East were not enough. The 3rd
Legion (the Gallic), the 6th
{Ferrator), part of the 10th
(Fretensis) and the 12th (Fulminata)
still could not match the daring of
the Rebels. And if the Romans had
not speedily brought in two more
Legions (the 5th, the Macedonian,
and the 15th, the Apollinaris), and a
large further contingent made up of
citizens of Greek towns of Judaca
and the neighbouring provinces,

rael State Medal

there is no telling what the outcome
might have been.

I'o publicize their hard-won final
victory, the Romans struck a whole
series of coins, which, because of the
inscription upon them, are known as
the **Judaea Capta™ coins, There are
many of them, and they are varied,
but generally there appear on them
the palm-tree as symbol of Judaea, a
Hebrew prisoner, a mouming
woman, spoils of war, and the
victorious Emperor in panoply.

The Liberation Medal issued by the
State of Isracl contrasts on either of
its sides the destruction wrought in
70 ¢t and the independence restored
nineteen centuries Jater—the Hebrew
captive in manacles and the free
Jewish farmer planting a young tree,
the Jewess mourning the ruin of her
Land and a joyous mother in Israel
holding up her child to heaven.




“Judaea Capta™ Coins, Struck by the Emperor Vespasian on the Destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE

Ohverse: Head of Vespasian
to right. .
Reverse: Palmetree; to its
left, the Emperor in full
armour. To right, a
mourning Jewess Around,
the inscription JUDAEA
CAFTA.

Obverse: Head of Vespasian
to right.

Reverse: Palm-tree; to left,
a Jewish captive, war bopoty
at his feet. To right. a
mourning Jewess. Around,
the inscription JUDAFA
CAPFA,

Obverse: Head of Vespasian
to right,

Reverse: Victory writing on
a shicld that rests against

a palm-tree. To right, &
mourning Jewess.

Around, the inscription
VICTORIA AUGUSTA.

Obverse: Head of Vespasian
to right

Reverse: Trophy; at its
base, a mourning Jewess.
Below, the inscription
JUDAEA

The theme symbolizes the historic turning-point from bondage to free-
dom, by contrast of the Roman motif of “Judaeca Capta” with a vista of
the new life in independence.

Description of the Medal;

Obverse: In the centre, out of the circular incuse emerges an upstanding
palm-tree; to its right a knecling man plants a sapling, to the left a woman
joyously lifts up her child. Round the rim, above, the Hebrew for “Israel

II-;?S?wd" and the year “5718"; below, in English, “Israel Liberated

Reverse: Out of the deep circular incuse emerges a replica of the Roman
coin, In the centre, & seven-branched palm-tree with two clusters of dates,
a popular Jewish symbol of those times, as many contemporary Hebrew
coins testify: To the left stands the Emperor, to the right a mourning
Jewess sits. Around, the inscription “Judaea Capta™. In the exergue, SC,
for “Senatus Consultum® (senatorial decree). On the rim, a chain, broken
above by the Hebrew for “Judaca Captive™ and the year “3830"; under-
neath, in English, “Judaea Captive 70 cg”,

Minted by Kretschmer, Jerusalem

Details of the medal:
Metal: Silver 935 / Diameter: 35 mm [ Weight: 30 g / Cat. No, 10505450

@ Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation Ltd.

Head Office: § Ahad Ha'am Street, Jerusalem,
Tel Aviv Showroom: 3 Mendele Street,
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‘The great Jewish Revolt of 66 o had, without any doabt, decisive consequences upon the history of the Jewish people,
The destruction of the Jerusalem Temple four years afterwards settled the destiny of that people and the fate of their
Land for long gencrations.

When we come objectively to appraise the relation between the forces of Rome and Jerusalem in that uprising, we should
not think merely in terms of military might or numerical balances, Jewish [unaticism and sell-sacrifice cannot be
measured in manpower or in the quality of weapons, The army which Kome had to muster 1o put down the Revolt
was far stronger than Rome ever used in any other of her wars. During the perjod of the Procurators, from the time
of Coponius to the incumbency of Florus, only a few Legions garrisoned Jud vet the reduced effecti 3
perfectly capable of quelling any attempts at insurrection in o small a country. But when things became worse and
the Revolt broke out in its full ferocity, the Romans themselves were surprised by the size of the forces they had 1o
throw into the struggie. All the Legions stationed in the East were not enough. The 3rd Legion (the Gailic), the 6th
(Ferrator), part of the [0th (Fretensis) and the 12th (Fulminata) still could not match the daging of the Rebels. And
if the Romam had not speedily bmughl‘in two more Legions (the 3th, the Macedonian, and the I5th, the Apolli-
narss ), and a large further contingsnt made up of citizens of the Greek towns of Judsea and the neighbeuring pro-
vinces, there 38 no telling what the outcome might have been.

To publicize their hard-won fnal victory, the Romans struck a whole series of cains, which, becawse of the inscription
upon them, are knowo as the “Judaea Capta” coins. There are many of them, and they are varied, but generally
there appear on them the palm-teee s¢ symbol of Judaea, a Hebrew prisoner, a mourning woman, spoils of war, and
the victorious Emperor in panoply,

The Liberation Medal isued by lhe State of Tarael contrasts on either of its sides the destruction wrought in 70 ce
and the independence toved no iea later—the Hebrew captive in manacles and the free Jewish farmer
planting a young tree, the Jewess mourning the ruin of her Land and a joyous mother in Isracl holding up hee child
to heaven,




MEDAL OF LIBERATION

** Judaea Capta™ Coins, Struck by the Emperor Vespasian on the Destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE

Obverse: Head of Vespa
sian to right.

Reverse: Palm-tree; to its
left, the Emperor in full
armour, To right, a moumn-
ing Jewess. Around, the
inscription JUDAEA CAPTA.

Obverse: Head of Vespa-
sian to vight

Reverse: Palm-tree; to left,
a Jewish captive, war
booty ut hiz feet. To
right, a mourning Jewess.
Around, the isscription
JUDAEA CAPTA,

The theme symbolizes the historic turning.point from bondage 10 freedom, by contrast
of the Roman motif of “Judaca Capta” with a vista of the new life in independence.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MEDAL

Reverse: Out of the deep circular incuse emerges a replica of the Roman coin
[u the centre, a seven-branched palm-tree with two clusters of dates, & popular Jewish
symbal of those times, as many contemporary Hebrew coins testify,. To the left
stands the Emperor, to the nght a mouming Jewess sits. Around, the inscription
“Judaea Capta”. In the exergue, SC, for “Senatus Consulium' (senatorial decree).
Op the rim, a chain, broken above by the Hebrew for "Judaea Captive™ and the year
“30307; underncath, in English, “Judaea Captive 70 c5”,

Obverse: In the centre, again out of a deep ciroular mcuse, an upstanding palm-tree;
to its right & kneeling man plants a sapling, to the left & woman joyously lifts up her
child. Round the rim, above, the Hebrew for "lsmel Liberated™ and the year “5718";
below, in English, “Israel Liberated 19417,

Struck in Israel in three forms,

Further particulars from: Head Office, 11, Keren Havesod Street, Jerusalem, lsrael

Bronze Medal

+ I9 mm,

Obverse: Head of Vespa-
san to right.

Reverse: Victory writing on
a shield that rests againsg
A palmares. To right, a
mouming  Jewess.
Around, the imscription
VICTORIA AUGUSTA.

Regular Silver Medal

35 mumn.

30 g,
10
G A

116 gins.
> i U500
Car, No. 543




(THIS. the first medal struck by the new State of Israel and marking its Tenth Anniversary,
symbolses an historic turning-point for the Jewish people, the turning point {rom bondage
to freedom, in its own State.

DESCRIFTION OF THE MEDAL

On the reverse appears the facsimile of a contemporary Roman coin which was struck to
record Vespasian's conquest of Judea in 70 c.e. To the left of it stands the Emperor, and on
the right of it 1s the seated figure of 4 moumning Jewess beneath a seven-branched palm-tree
that bears two clusters. The Latin inseription “Judaea Capta™ encircles the scene. In the exergue,
SC, for “Senatus Consultum"
(senatorial decree.). A chain
surroundds most of the nim,
apart from the words in Heb-
rew ;  “The Dispersion of
Judea", and the Hebrew year
of Judea’s overthrow, 3830,

The obverse has as its motif
“Isracl Freed". In the centre
is the self-same seven-branched




palm-tree with its twin clusiers. To the right of the tree a knecling man plants a sapling, to
the Jeft of it a woman joyously lifis an infant in her arms. The composition s meant to
typify the new life in Israel

Devais oF vy Copper MEDAL DETAILS OF THE SmALL SiLver Mepan
Metal ; Copper Metal Silver
Diameter : 61 mm Diameter: 35 mm
Weight : 105 k
Ou:)llly . 25?&“1) Wﬂgh?: 30 g
(all sokd) Quantity : 5,000
Cat. No. M;501 Cat. No, M /503

(see cover)

Round the rim are the Latin
inscription  “Israel Liberata"
the words “Tenth Anniversary
of Israel’s Freedom™ in Hebrew,
and the Hebrew vear of Judea
rebom “S718",

Designed by Rothschild and
Lippmann, from a suggestion
by Mr. Leo Kadman,

Struck in Isracl in three forms,

“JUDAEA CAPTA-ISRAEL LIBERATA" SILVER MEDAL

DETAILS OF THE LARGE SiLvER MEeDat

Metal;  Silver 935
Diameter: 61 mm
Weight : 115 gm
Quantity : 5,000
Cat, No, Ms02

Fustiier particulars from: Hean Office: 11, Keren Hayesod Street, Jerusalem, lwrael

—_—
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foreword

A bright medley of events were p
Anniversary Year by Israel's Ten
mittee.
Brilliant fireworks illuminated the s
the country, watched the open-ai
and army tattoos. Cultural history
Bible Quiz, the Folk Dance Cavald
Exhibition of Biblical Literature,
“Tahbiv" (hobbies) exhibitions.
The Tenth Anniversary-World Cd
Israelite craft when it issued a seri
lions and coins — which enjoyed
the world.

We proudly present the catalogue
latter issued by the Bank of Isra
during the Anniversary Year,
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COINS OF
THE PAST

Minting of coins is known as one of
the earliest activities of social, eco-
nomic and cultural life. Throughout
the passage of the centuries, the coin
became one of the major symbols of
independent countries and the Jew-
ish people hold an honoured and
prominent place in the treasury of
coins minted in the far and near
past.
Many countries have issued com-
memorative coins which were min-
ted by Jews or in honour of Jewish
personalities such as Abraham and
Isaac, Theodor Herzl and others.

Israel has, during its Tenth Anni-
versary Year, joined this honoured
tradition of minting coins and me-
dallions commemorating important
historical dates and events.
In these pages we present a selection
of Jewish coins and medallions
which preceded those of the Tenth
Anniversary,
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MEDALLION OF
LIBERATION - GOLD

“‘ludaea Capta—I:

Issuep BY: The Israel Export and
the auspices of Israel’'s Tenth A
mittee. PRICE: § 30.—, Sizg: 27
15 gr. QuanTITY: 100,000 medal
Leo Kadman, Chairman of thd
ciety. GRAPHIC DESIGN: Otte Wa
John Pinches (Medallists) Ltd.,
The medallions were put up for s
in Israel they could be bought b
currency only.
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T 20,000 ;071 M WRP L0—-MT
5 2aAR-%n ,n7ya
MEDALLION OF LIBERATION-COPPER
“ludaea Capta—Israel Liberata®’

el's Tenth Anniversary-World Committee. Price: IL, 5.—.
(diameter). WEIGHT: 90 gr. QUANTITY: 25,000 medallions.
¢ Mr. Leo Kadman, Chairman of the Israel Numismatic
Hic DesiGn: Rothschild & Lippmann, MINTED BY: S,
ons, Jerusalem (5,000 units), Amnograph Ltd., Tel Aviv
All medallions have been taken up before issue.
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MEDALLION OF VALOUR COPPER

“For the builders, every one hcd his sword girded by his side’
“Peace be within thy walls” (PsaLms 122/7) (NEHEMIA 4/12)

Issuep py: Israel's Tenth Anniversary-World Committee. Price: L. 5.—.
Size: 59 mm. (diameter). WeiGHT: 130 gr. QUANTITY: 75,000 medallions:
SUGGESTED BY: Israel’s Tenth Anniversary-World Committee. GRAPHIC
Desion: Rothschild & Lippmann. MINTED BY: Amnograph Ltd., Tel-
Aviv,

The State emblem and the caption ‘*State of Israel”, the markings of a
national medallion, are cnrved on its rim.

,

The price includes an
olive-wood stand.
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MEDALLION OF VALOUR — SILVER
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TELAVIV JUBILEE MEDALLION  BRONZE

“Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end will greatly increase™
(Job. 8/T)
Issuep BY: Israel's Tenth Anniversary-World Committee, in cooperation
with the Municipality of Tel-Aviv. Price: IL. 5.—. Sizg: 59 mm. (dia-
meter). WEIGHT: 120 gr. QuanTiTy: 45,000 medallions. SUGGESTED RBY:
The Public Committee for the Tel-Aviv Jubilee Medallion, headed by
Tel-Aviv's Mayor, Mr. Chaim Levanon. GrarHIC DESIGN: Zvi Narkiss.
MinTED BY: Amnograph Ltd., Tel-Aviv.
The State emblem and the caption “*State of Israel”, the markings of a
national medallion, are carved on its rim,

The price includes an olive-wood stand.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 5718 (1958) COIN — SILVER

Issuen BY: The Bank of Israel, for Israel’s Tenth Anniversary-
World Committee. NOMINAL VALUE: IL.5.—. Price: IL.10,—, ‘
PrICE oF Proor ComN: IL. 18—, (soLp ouT) Size: 34 mm,
(diameter). WEeIGHT : 25 gr. QuanTiTy: 100,000 coins. GrA- ‘
pHIC DEsIGN: Miriam Karoli. MinteEp BY: Royal Mint, '
Utrecht Holland. ‘
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“THE LAW IS LIGHT” CHANUKAH COIN
COPPER-NICKEL

“For the Commandment is a lamp and the Law is Light,
and the reproofs of instruction are the way of life.”’
(PROVERBS 6/23)

IssueD BY: The Bank of Israel, for Israel’sTenth Anniversary-
World Committee. NomiNAL VALUE: IL. |.—, Price: IL. 2.—.
Price oF Proor Coin: IL. 4.—. (sold out). Size: 32,2 mm.
(diameter). WeiGHT: 14,1 gr. QuanTiTY: 250,000 coins.
SUGGESTED BY: Mr. Yehuda Yaari. GrarHic DESIGN: Zvi
Narkiss. MINTED BY: Swiss Government Mint,

A plastic box is included in the price. A limited quantity is still
for sale.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 5719 (1959) COIN SILVER

“Thy children shall come again to their own border.”
(JEREMIAH 31/17)

Issuep ny: The Bank of Israel for Israel's Tenth Anniversary-
World Committee. NOMINAL VALUE: IL.5.—. Price: IL.10.—.
Price oF Proor Com: IL, 18.—. Size: 34 mm. (diameter).
WEIGHT! 25 gr. QuanTiTY: 100,000 coins. SUGGESTED BY:
The Advisory Committee for Commemorative Coins of the
Bank of Israel, Illustrated side designed by: Rothschild &
Lippmann ; permanent side (5 IL.) Mrs. Miriam Karoli.
MinTED BY: Swiss Government Mint.
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